
It has been another fantastic year so far at Sand Lake!  The PTA had a successful fall fundraiser which has 

allowed us to continue to provide great programs for our entire student body.  I encourage you to 

please take the time to review the PTA budget (a copy can be found on the school website) to see 

where your PTA membership dues and our fall fundraiser proceeds go to support our school.  Here are 

a few highlights of what we have done thus far:  

 
*Provided the BMX Stunt Show in-house field trip, *Every student received a 

SLE Reusable Water Bottle, *Made donations to the Orange County Council 

PTA Scholarship fund and the S.T.A.R.’s program, *Put on the Book Bingo, 

Pancake Breakfast and “What’s on the Menu?” family events, *Provided three 

teacher appreciation events, *Brought in Omega-Man, who talked to the 

entire school about character development and anti-bullying, *Maintained the 

Stingray Sanctuary garden, *Provided snacks, t-shirts and field trips for those 

in need from our Guardian Angel Fund, *So much more!   

 
I am looking forward to the great programs and events still to come.  I hope 

everyone has marked their calendar for Sunday, March 18th.  That is the day 

of our Spring Carnival and Silent Auction.  All proceeds from the Silent Auc-

tion will be used to upgrade technology for our classrooms.  It is going to be 

one event you don’t want to miss!     

   

PTA President’s Message 

Calendar of Events 

 

2/21 

Papa John’s Spirit Night 

 

2/24 

Jump Rope for Heart 

 

3/6 

 BRAVO! Spirit Night 
 

3/18 

 Carnival & Silent Auction 

 

3/20 

Spring Picture Day 

 

3/23—3/30 

Spring Break 
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2011-2012 
PTA Executive Committee  

Elected Officers 

 
Jennifer Patterson, President 

Cristin Fink, 1st VP 
Dawn Barrack, 2nd VP 
Paula Whitty, 3rd VP 

Carol Bearhs, Treasurer 
Sharon Stephens, Secretary 

Jennifer Patterson with her husband Jeff and 

son Riley (3rd Grade) 

Stingray Sculpture Garden 

 

Sand Lake Elementary is the proud recipient of a $4,790 Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grant, which was 

awarded in January 2012. Lowe’s will also provide labor assistance to help us build a one-of-a kind sculp-

ture garden.   

 

The Stingray Sculpture Garden was con-

ceptualized by Ms. Elliston and designed by 

Bill Poulin. The garden will showcase stu-

dent artwork and serve as an outdoor 

classroom.  The unique sculpture garden 

will be designed to look like the ocean, 

the natural habitat for our school mascot, 

the stingray. This new learning space will 

be created in the area behind the school 

near the existing garden.   

 

This project will provide a wonderful op-

portunity for Sand Lake Elementary fami-

lies, staff, and community members to 

come together and bring this garden to 

life.  Work is expected to begin in the 
spring, so stay tuned for updates and volun-

teer requests. 

This Stingray Sculpture Garden will become a reality at SLES thanks to 

Ms. Elliston (conception), Bill Poulin (design), Abby Maretsky (writing 
the grant) and Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grant (providing the 

funds).  

Inside this Issue: 

 
Principal’s Message       2 

ADDitions Volunteers 

 

PTA Events             3 

 

 

Wild ‘n Wacky       4 

Walk-a-Thon 

 

Top 20 Fundraisers        5 

 

 

P.I.E. Partners       6 

Reflections Art Program 

 



 

 

Principal’s Message  

 

Page 2 

 

ADDitions Volunteer of the Year 

 

Category: Winner: 

 

Teen:  Lynne DiPrato 

 

Adult:  Mary Gimbel 

 

Senior:  Bertsy Solley 

Sand Lake Elementary relies on many volunteers to plan, create and deliver a 

variety of exciting events and learning opportunities for our students. Congrat-

ulations to Lynne DiPrato, Mary Gimbel and Bertsy Solley for being selected as 

the ADDitions Volunteers of the Year at Sand Lake! They will advance to the 

county level and attend an awards celebration at Sea World this spring! 

 

It’s not too late to sign up as an ADDitions Volunteer. Just visit the school 

website and click on Volunteer Sign Up.  If you have any questions, please email 

Kim Hanley at: sleadditions@gmail.com.  

Thank you to our many wonderful volunteers for a great first part of the 

school year. We appreciate your hard work and dedication!   

Congratulations to our nominees and winners!  When you volunteer, 

everyone wins!  

Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2012!  I am truly looking forward to the year ahead filled with 

friendships, unforgettable learning experiences and monumental achievements.  I am confident that 

Sand Lake Elementary will continue to be an “A” school in 2012 as the faculty, staff and students 

strive for excellence in all that we do based on dedication and hard work.  These efforts coupled 

with the support of family and the community at large ensures success in achieving and going be-

yond State Level standards in achievement. 

 
This spring, Sand Lake Elementary is holding a School Carnival and 

Silent Auction on Sunday, March 18th which is our essential fund-

raiser of the year.  Sand Lake Elementary relies on the proceeds from 

this family-oriented fundraiser to purchase much needed supplies or 

technology based equipment that go above and beyond what a school 

budget provides.  This is an exciting family-oriented event that I hope 

everyone will attend as it is truly lots of fun! 

 
Again, I wish you all a Happy New Year and I hope you are as excited as 

we are to see what we can achieve in 2012! 

PTA-Sponsored In-House Field Trips 

“If I believe, I’ll achieve!” is still resonating in the Sand 

Lake Elementary halls thanks to a visit from Omega-

Man.  Students learned about healthy eating, self re-

spect, and taking responsibility for their actions all 

while marveling at his amazing feats of strength,  He 

shattered baseball bats, bent steel in his mouth with 

his bare hands, and ripped the “Book of Bad Choic-

es” straight in half to inspire our Stingrays to be 

dream makers, not dream breakers.  Our PTA is 

dedicated to providing fun-filled, yet informative 

presentations for the students to learn and grow 

from.  
Mr. Fetherolf was very brave to let this Pro 

BMX biker jump over his head.   

 

This bright new year  

is given me 

To live each day with  zest 

To daily grow and try to be  

My highest and my best! 

 

-William Arthur Ward 



  Holiday Shoppe 
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Some of our fabulous Holiday Shoppe Volunteers 

L-R Victoria Marshall, Cydney Daly, Jennifer Patterson, Carole Bearhs, Kim Baenen, Paula Whitty,  

Cristin Fink, Tracy Feucht, Debbie Kulich and Monika Brunner 

 A huge thank you to all of 

our Holiday Shoppe Volun-

teers! The Shoppe was a 

whirlwind of activity, like 

“Black Friday” every day! The 

children loved it! They em-

braced the spirit of giving by 

putting a lot of thought into 

their purchases. It was a 

great success because of all 

the hard work and extra 

time from the volunteers! 

We hope that amidst all of 

the activity, you were able to 

enjoy the giving spirit which 

filled the Shoppe every day!  

A wonderful time was had by all who attended the SLE Pancake Breakfast and Winter Event. Over 200 people enjoyed 

the delicious pancakes, the hands on winter crafts and the Holiday Shoppe. We would like to thank EVERYONE who 

helped plan and run the event. The INTERACT group at Dr. Phillips High School was a huge help in making sure the 

event ran smoothly. As always, the Chef Dads were the stars of the show! They may have been behind the scenes, but 

they worked harder than anyone and we truly appreciate their dedication! Most importantly, the kids all had a blast! A 

huge thank you to the event co-chairs Amy Hudgins and Carol Waddell.  Another success at SLE!  

Pancake Breakfast  

L-R Sara Hudgins, Mary Hool and Max Sherman 

Kyle Hanley, Barry Kahn, Kenny Iiames, Cameron White, Brad Pace, Gerald Barrack, Marty Sherman, Troy Napper, Ed Gaffin, Mike Summers, Von Ingle, Ian O’Sullivan 

L-R Carol and Hannah Waddell, Amy Hudgins 

and Baily Cook 

L-R  Archena, Landon and Scott Dabney 

Chef  Dad’s  



 

 

November 4, 2011 dawned a windy 

and rainy morning as volunteers set 

up for our 2nd Annual Wild ‘n Wacky 

Walk-A-Thon.  Fortunately the sky 

cleared as the first class hit the P.E. 

field and the fun began.  Conga lines, 

chicken dances, and monster walking 

kept students moving. Kids measured 

their steps, over 2600 on average, 

with pedometers donated by Florida 

Hospital. The 150 pedometers are 

now available for math, science and 

fitness lessons! 

The day’s wacky attire made the 

fundraiser even more thrilling!  Con-

gratulations to our Wildest n’ Wacki-

est Fitness Attire winners: (KG) 

Madeline Gaffin and Colby Whitty, 

(1st) Aidan Nicholson and Alex Han-

ley, (2nd) Holly Whitty and Jacob 

Rueda, (3rd) Alaina Kahn and Emily 

Murphy, (4th) Emma Jenkins and An-

drew Rueda, and (5th) Annaliese 

Mitchell and Cambria Davis. 

Prior to the walk, Paula Whitty and 

Janet Gaffin, event co-chairs, built 

Walk-a-thon excitement with post-

ers, fitness facts, wacky costumes and 

Wray News appearances.  Kids loved 

the opportunity to join them on the 

news in order to pie their teacher in 

the face. A special thanks to our pie 

victims: Ms. Walts, Mrs. Iiames, Ms. 

Bruce, Ms. Trainor, Mr. Fetherolf, 

Nurse Gina, Mr. Stuart, Ms. Stock-

well, and Ms. Hool! 

So how much did we raise?  

Thanks to the generous support of 

the SLE Community, Paypal, and our 

corporate sponsors, (Fun Spot At-

tractions, Florida Hospital and Twist-

ee Treat), we achieved our goal. We 

netted over $8000! The PTA immedi-

ately used the funds for SLE’s first in-

house field trip, the BMX Bike Show. 

The PTA will continue to use this 

money to sponsor activities such as 

Super Scientist, Student Publishing, 

Guardian Angel Fund, Stingray Sanc-

tuary, Reflections Art Program, the 

purchase of teaching materials, and so 

much more! 

Thanks to the SLE Staff and PTA vol-

unteers who helped prepare for this 

year’s Wild ‘n Wacky Walk-A-Thon.  

We appreciate everyone who sup-

ported our fun day of walking.  A 

special “thank you” to those who 

helped set up, clean up, and stayed 

most (or all) of the day: Kim Baenean, 

Cydney Daly, Mr. Fetherolf, Cristin 

Fink, Janet Gaffin, Barbara Giles (our 

fabulous DJ), Mrs. Hill, Jennifer Pat-

terson, Mr. Pollock, Coach Red (Rob 

Robertson), Sharon and Hinson Ste-

phens, Lois Stierna, and Paula Whitty. 
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Wild ‘n Wacky Walk-a-Thon  

was a HUGE Success! 

Courtney Schwerer was the lucky student picked to 

throw a whip cream pie in Ms. Hool’s face! 

L-R MacKenzie Gimbel, Sophia Castellanos, and Katelyn 

Torres do the conga line. 

Colby Whitty does his very best Monster 

Mash dance! 

Coach Red (A.K.A Rob Robertson) did a fantastic job hosting 

the Walk-a-Thon. He is pictured with his son Carson and wife 

Leesa. 

A great big THANK YOU to our corporate sponsors of the Wild ‘n Wacky Walk-a-Thon fundraiser!   

Fun Spot Attractions, Florida Hospital and Twistee Treat 



 

WAY TO GO 

STINGRAYS! 

  Wild ’n Wacky Wray Day Fun! 

 

Top 20 

Fundraisers! 

Kelly Bearhs 

Alexis Arie 

Ryan Fink 

Riley Patterson 

Taylor Giguere 

Annaliese Mitchell 

Isabella Chang 

Riley Stephens 

Alexander Hanley 

Charlie Hanley 

Madelyn Gaffin 

Samuel Osornio 

Madison Clegg 

Rocco Lozowski 

Holly Whitty 

Tatiana Brooks 

Alexander Clifton 

Madison Pace 

Ashlyn Gourash 

Conner Bahr 

 

A “HUGE” thank you 

to Fun Spot Attrac-

tions for sponsoring 

the Top 20 Fundraiser 

Party at Fun Spot Ac-

tion Park.  Everyone 

had such a great time!  

Students who raised $25 or more during the Walk-a-Thon fundraiser were invited to the exclusive Wild ‘n 

Wacky Wray day.  The students were treated to popcorn and slushies, a bounce house, a giant slide, games 

and more.  Thank you to all the students who went above and beyond to help raise money for our school.  

Frank Maciejczyk is pretty good 

at the hula hoop! 

  Top 20 Fundraiser Party at Fun Spot Action Park! 

Grace Kahn and Kim Baenen help serve popcorn! 
Jerrianne and Erik Wingerter 

Betsy and J.D. Suarez at the lollipop 

pull game. 

Alexis David and Joseph Chojnowski 
Barbara Giles testing out the giant slide! 

Clockwise—Madison and Mackenzie Pace, Jack Hudgins,  

Riley Patterson and Ryan Fink  
L-R Cheraun Malone and Annaliese Mitchell 

The top 20 fundraisers (plus a friend) were treated to a great time at Fun Spot!  They enjoyed go-karts, 

bumper cars, the giant Ferris wheel, pizza, popcorn, soda and so much more!  Everyone had a blast!  
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Our Partners provide 

food, services and 

financial assistance to 

our school and support 

a variety of school and 

PTA events!  

Special Thanks 

to Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt 

for all of your 

generous 

donations, 

including the 

printing of this 

newsletter. 

 

 

THANKS TO 

OUR 

WONDERFUL 

P.I.E. 

PARTNERS! 

Grea t p rizes  and  lots  of f un! 

ST FOR FUNDS $ 
 T-Rex Café  

T-Rex Café is an invaluable P.I.E. partner and one of Sand Lake’s biggest supporters. They are always 

the most popular and well received speakers at Teach-In, and this year was no exception.  T-Rex 

Café brought it’s executive chef to the school to prepare a dish with students.  Due in part to activi-

ties like this, T-Rex Café was selected to receive the Florida Commissioner of Education’s Business 

Recognition award for 2012.   

 
Sand Lake Elementary truly knows the meaning of partnership.  We feel so fortunate to have a busi-

ness within the community like T-Rex Café, that believes in making our children's future better. 

 

T-Rex Café Executive 

Chef Vasken Jibilian 

demonstrated to the 

whole fifth grade 

how to make the T-

Rex Café’s famous 

“Ice Age Indulgence 

Dessert”.   

 PTA Reflections Art Program  

A great big congratulations to all of the students 

that participated in the PTA Reflections Program.  

This year's theme was "Diversity Means......" , which 

was a little more thought provoking than themes of 

the past.  We had over 60 entries from Sand Lake 

Elementary, as we continue to show the county 

what talented and aspiring artists attend our school.   

 
A total of twenty-one pieces were chosen by our 

judges to represent our school at the next level.  

These pieces will now be judged at the county level 

and hopefully continue to the state level later this 

month. 

 
The pieces selected to move on are:  Visual Arts:  

Luca Andreello, Victoria Castellanos, Jennifer 

Moore, Kimberly Parish, Tina Kahn, Sohia Castella-

nos.  Photography:   Alex Hanley, Rachel 

Maretsky, Holly Whitty, Dalton Iiames, Charlie Han-

ley, Mackenzie Pace.  Film Production:  Emily 

Cohen.  Literature:  Ethan Cohen, Rachel 

Maretsky, Hannah Iiames, Achsah Martin, Phylicia 

Kahn.  Music:  Samantha Cohen, Joshua Parrish, 

Kimberly Parrish.  Good Luck to all of you as your 

art pieces compete at the next level. 

 
Once again, congratulations to all of our art-

ists here at Sand Lake Elementary. 

Front—Rachel Maretsky and Alex Hanly Middle—Holly 

Whitty, Victoria Castellanos and Hannah Iiames Back—

Ethan Cohen, Luca Andreello and Jenna Moore 

Front—Mackenzie Pace, Emily and Samantha Cohen—2nd 

Row—Achsah Martin, Sophia Castellanos, Kimberly Parrish 

3rd Row—Phylicia and Tina Kahn Back Row —Dalton 

Iiames, Joshua Parrish and Charlie Hanley 
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